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It is a great honor and pleasure for me to attend the celebration of the 10th EU 
Anti-Trafficking Day in Vienna, which coincides this year with the works of the 
Conference of Parties of the United Nations Convention on Transnational 
Organised Crime (UNTOC) gathering 187 States parties to the Palermo 
Convention and 170 States parties to the UN Protocol against trafficking in  
human beings. 
 
I thank the EU Coordinator, Dr Myria Vassiliadou, for her kind invitation to join 
this press conference, and am glad that Sweden appointed recently an 
Ambassador at large on trafficking in persons. We welcome this appointment 
and look forward to joining our efforts in combating this scourge. 
 
France is very much engaged in fighting organized crime and especially 
trafficking in persons, which constitutes not only a serious offence but an 
unacceptable violation of human rights and of human dignity as well. This 
subject is one of the priorities of my mandate and the fight against THB is a 
strong line of french diplomacy. 

France is mainly a country of destination but has also become, due to its 
geographical position, a transit country. The phenomenon of human trafficking 
in my country is a serious concern, not limited to sexual exploitation, even if 
the majority of victims are exploited by networks of procuring proceeding from 
Eastern Europe, West and North Africa, South America and Asia. 
 
Our National Coordinator, Head of the interministerial commission against 
human trafficking, Mrs Elisabeth Moiron-Braud, implements our national plan 
of action against trafficking, a strategy based on three principles : identifying 
and protecting victims of trafficking; prosecuting and dismantling criminal 
networks; conducting a fully-fledged policy which promotes a comprehensive 
approach supported by all stake holders (public authorities, civil society). 
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France disposes also of two central offices in charge of criminal investigations :   
one in the field of sexual exploitation and a second one in the field of labour 
exploitation. 

France is strongly committed in combating all forms of human trafficking by all 
means : discouraging the demand, preventing the offences, protecting the 
victims, fighting against the traffickers.  
 
Due to the gender dimension of the THB,  since according to UNODC figures, 70 
% of the victims are women or girls, France is  particularly  involved in fighting 
against sexual exploitation. France has recently adopted a law to strengthen 
the fight against the “prostitutional system” which has created an offence of 
purchase of sexual services and has strengthened the rights of victims and 
witnesses. We think that this is a significant contribution to the fight against 
human trafficking.  

This law has also extended the penalty of confiscation to the goods or to the 
criminal assets resulting from human trafficking. This is a concrete 
implementation of the principle “Follow the money” promoted by the EU 
coordinator.   

France is also addressing as a priority trafficking in children and minors and is 
working on improving their protection, which is a serious challenge when 
victims are forced to commit offences by their traffickers.   
 
Our national policy is supported by international legal cooperation with the 
interested countries and through providing of technical assistance aiming at 
strengthening the capacities and preventing trafficking in countries of origin 
and in transit countries. 
 
I wish to take this opportunity to commend the EU Coordinator Dr Myria 
Vassiliadou for her tireless work to implement the EU policy and the UNODC for 
its relentlessly efforts to implement the UN protocol, to provide technical 
assistance and to foster international cooperation in the field of human 
trafficking. 

I thank you for your attention. 

 
 

 


