
Distinguished Ambassadors, Mr. Executive Secretary, dear colleagues, 

It is a pleasure for me to participate to this event, in preparation of the celebration of the 

20th anniversary of the Comprehensive nuclear Test Ban Treaty. 

As you now, France is a strong and constant supporter of the Treaty from the early days. We 

have signed and ratified it very soon after its adoption by the General Assembly of the 

United Nations, on the 10th of September 1996. This ratification was accompanied by 

numerous measures in France, that led to very concrete and irreversible disarmament steps, 

such as dismantling our testing facilities and drastically reducing our stockpile of weapons. 

Let me underline 3 elements to be considered in the context of the 20th anniversary: 

 

[1- Entry into Force] 

First, our support to the CTBT has recently been reaffirmed by the President of the French 

Republic, Mr François Hollande, last February, at the occasion of a speech concerning the 

French policy on nuclear deterrence, dismantling and fight against proliferation. He 

particularly underlined the involvement of France to the CTBT. Let me quote a short portion 

of his statement: 

Beginning of quote: 

« […] France’s diplomatic tool and foreign policy remain fully mobilized to support 

disarmament. […]  Our first priority in that framework remains the entry into force of the 

Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) as soon as possible.  

End of quote 

The 20th anniversary will be the perfect opportunity to increase our efforts and propose new 

ways and means to encourage countries which have not yet done so to ratify. We should 

draw lessons learned from the GEM and maybe ask the group to formulate innovative ideas. 

 

[2- l’OTICE, une organisation mature et opérationnelle] 

2nd element, the upcoming anniversary will also allow us to celebrate the establishment of 

the Preparatory Commission and the Provisional Technical Secretariat, shortly after the 

adoption of the Treaty. From the early days, this has really been a success story. This success 

story has to continue under the able direction of Dr Zerbo, so it has to continue as to show 

the real operational impact of the Treaty, in order to dock further ratifications for an early 

Entry Into Force. Indeed, it is our view that the Organisation has been thoroughly building a 

credible and effective verification regime : to select a few examples, let me point out that 



first, we are convinced that nowadays, with the high sensitivity notably demonstrated during 

the 3 DPRK events, it would be impossible for any State to perform an explosive nuclear test 

that would go undetected by the CTBTO; second, the Organization has demonstrated, its 

operational capacity to project an “On Site Inspection” to collect evidence of hidden 

explosive nuclear testing. I am of course thinking in particular of the successful exercise that 

took place in Jordan in 2014, and I was glad I went there to witness it. The maturity that 

reached the verification system must be preserved.Let’s build up the future on this solid and 

strong basis. 

 

[3- la science, vecteur de progrès et d’universalisation] 

Third element, the strong asset of the CTBTO is its technical and scientific capacities. I would 

like to stress that we will seize any opportunity to support their improvement and the next 

one will be the Science and Technology conference next week at the Hofburg. That 

conference is a unique opportunity to bring experts from a broader community, both to pick 

up strong interest in our work, (I am referring in particular to the technical outreach capacity 

to non-Signatory State experts that the Conference brings), as well as benefiting from 

science external to the CTBT community : if I would take two examples, I would firstly 

commend the advances in the field of infrasounds to the benefit of the verification system 

but also to contribute to detect events of concern such as volcano eruptions; secondly, I 

would also point out all the promising progress of the detection of radioactive airborne 

xenon isotopes in a growing atmospheric background. 

These positive outcomes have also to be underlined in the context of the 20th anniversary. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I will conclude by saying as a guide line for the celebration of the 20th 

anniversary : 

“Let the success story continue in order to preserve the investment, to go on with the 

development and deployment of the verification regime, and therefore to pave the way for 

the Entry Into Force of the CTBT.” 

 

 


