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Mr. Chairman,  
 
1. The French delegation fully supports the European Union statement just delivered by 

the Latvian Presidency.  
 
2. Please allow me to speak in my national capacity to address a few additional points: 
 
3. As you know, France is fully committed to the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban 

Treaty (CTBT) and its verification regime. The French President, Mr. François 
Hollande, reaffirmed this commitment very recently, in Istres, southern France, on  
19 February. On that occasion he explained in detail France’s efforts as regards nuclear 
disarmament and non-proliferation and reiterated that the entry into force of the CTBT 
remained the top priority. 

 
Mr. Chairman, 
 
4. In line with our commitment to promote the CTBT and strengthen the credibility of the 

verification regime, I am pleased to confirm two recent decisions taken by France: 
 

• First, in order to support the significant administrative efforts of the Provisional 
Technical Secretariat (PTS), in particular the transition to IPSAS and reform of 
short-term employment contracts, France has provided the Secretariat with a 
Junior Associate Expert (JAE) for a period of two years beginning in early March. 
The JAE (JPO — Junior Professional Officer — in English ) programme is widely 
known in other international organizations. As far as I know, it is one of the very 
first times that a JAE will work with the PTS, and I welcome this move. 

 
• And second, the material requirements for the maintenance and development of 

the International Monitoring System are significant, particularly as regards new 
station facilities and for the “recapitalization” of the oldest stations. Accordingly, 
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France has decided to waive the budget surplus that was due to it this year. This 
surplus of US$ 351,138 will contribute significantly in 2015 to maintaining these 
stations and to strengthening the verification regime. 

 
Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 


