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International Conference on Nuclear Security 

FRENCH STATEMENT 

 

[Mister Chairman], 

Mister Director General, 

Ministers, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Let me first thank the Director General for the preparation and 

organization of this conference. France fully associates itself with the 

declaration pronounced by the Representative of the European Union, 

and wishes to make the following complementary remarks in its 

national capacity.  

 

Questions of nuclear security are taking on a new-found importance. 

The threat of nuclear or radiological terrorism is a genuine concern 

that should motivate each State to do everything within its power to 

ensure the security of nuclear and radioactive materials and to combat 
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illegal trafficking. Nuclear security is the primary responsibility of each 

State within its territory. The international community must support 

and contribute to these efforts, by facilitating in particular the sharing 

of experience.  

 

The four Nuclear Security Summits, at the heads of States and 

governments levels have played an important role in raising awareness 

internationally on the importance of cooperation in the field of nuclear 

security. The resolution 1540, adopted in 2004 by the Security Council 

of the United Nations, which is being examined in depth this year, is 

also an important instrument in the fight against nuclear proliferation, 

which must be reinforced. France is also taking an active part in the 

work of the G7 Global Partnership and the Global Initiative to combat 

nuclear terrorism.  

 

In this context, the IAEA plays a central role for the coordination of 

international efforts in the field of nuclear security. The organization 
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of triennial nuclear security conferences by the IAEA is an important 

step in addressing these issues. The global framework for nuclear 

security must be based on the implementation by States of robust 

nuclear security regimes, allowing the repression of acts of theft, 

nuclear terrorism or illicit trafficking. 

Progress in this field must be highlighted. For instance, the 

international legal framework applicable to nuclear security issues has 

recently been strengthened. France welcomes in this regard the entry 

into force, this year, of the 2005 amendment to the Convention on 

Physical Protection of Nuclear Material (CPPNM).  

 

We will continue to work towards the universalization of relevant legal 

instruments, such as the CPPNM and the International Convention for 

the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism, as we have done so far. 

 

France will also maintain its support for the Code of Conduct on the 

Safety and Security of Radioactive Sources published in 2004, to which 
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133 States have already subscribed. As you know, France encourages 

a greater mobilization on the security of radioactive sources, which 

had long been the subject of less attention by the international 

community compared to nuclear material, and an increased support 

by States in this field. Twenty-eight States and Interpol have joined the 

joint declaration we presented to the Washington Nuclear Security 

Summit. We now intend to work for its implementation and open it to 

new countries wishing to join. 

 

The resolution we sponsored on this subject, jointly with Germany, at 

the seventy first session of the United Nations General Assembly was 

adopted by consensus. In collaboration with the IAEA, we also carry 

out significant operations to secure and repatriate radioactive sources 

abroad. Moreover, since 2015, France is co-chairing a working group 

of States involved in alternative technologies to high activity sources. 

We will continue our efforts in this area.  
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Lastly, we call the Board of Governors to approve the supplementary 

guidance on the management of disused radioactive sources. This non-

binding additional technical document to the Code of Conduct should 

in particular contribute to taking better account of the security issues 

associated with the end of life of radioactive sources, and thus avoid 

their diversion for malicious purposes. 

 

Mister Chairman, 

France will maintain its active support to the activities of the IAEA in 

the field of nuclear security. In 2016, this support in the field of security 

has been extended to the security of large public events, both from a 

nuclear and radiological standpoint. This is an area in which France has 

developed a very significant expertise for the last fifteen years. It was 

recently applied on the occasion of the COP21 conference or the EURO 

2016 competition. This was reflected in the organization of a training 

workshop for four African States. I hope that this initial fruitful 

collaboration with the IAEA can take place over the longer term.  
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Advisory missions, such as IPPAS (International Physical Protection 

Advisory Service) are an essential service provided by the Agency to 

help States evaluate their national regime for protection of nuclear 

and radioactive material. France a decided in this regard to request, 

for 2017, a follow-up to the IPPAS mission carried out in 2011 on its 

territory.  

 

I also encourage the IAEA to consolidate dialogue with the Nuclear 

Security Guidance Committee (NSGC), whose mission is to guide the 

Agency's strategy and priorities for the collection of IAEA document in 

the field of nuclear security and associated activities. 

 

Finally, I would like to underline that the quality of the cooperation 

within the IAEA in the field of nuclear security lies on non-politicized 

works that are being carried out at technical level.  
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We regret the repeated attempts of some Member States to import 

into the discussions on nuclear security considerations that fall outside 

its scope, and that are being addressed in other relevant and pertinent 

international fora, as it was the case during the negotiation of the 

security resolution during last General Conference. Respect for the 

role and competences of different international organizations, and for 

the responsibilities of each State are crucial to maintain favorable 

dynamics in strengthening nuclear security.  

 

I hope that the rich programme of this conference will allow us to 

increase our mobilization and our cooperation on this issues that are 

essential for the development of international peace and security. 

 

Thank you   


