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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 I would like, first of all to thank Her Excellency Bérangere QUINCY as 

well as Her Excellency Permanent Representative of France Ms Marion 

Paradas for organizing this event.  

 

 The importance of this issue which is becoming an international priority is a 

clear signal of the interest shown by the international community in facing 

the phenomenon of global warming and the challenges of climate change.  

 Recent and worrisome developments in environmental issues and climate 

change that we are witnessing mobilize all of us these days, on the eve of 

Paris 2015 Conference on Climate Change.  

 Not one state can ignore the problem of climate change, as its effects are 

obvious, recurrent and devastating. From the Moroccan perspective, the 

major impacts of climate change will be higher temperatures, reduced 

rainfall and an increase in the severity of extreme weather events.  

 In this context our country has been, for a long time, aware of the need to 

reconcile its economic development while preserving resources for future 

generations. This dual requirement has made the substance of public policies 

in three key areas directly related to climate change namely: water, energy 

and environmental protection, in the framework of a global strategy for 

sustainable development which became - since July 2011- a constitutional 

principle. 

 With about 3,400 kilometers of coastlines, Morocco is particularly 

vulnerable to sea level rise; and climate change is a real threat to agriculture, 

fishing, water supplies, tourism and the unique ecosystems of the country.  

 It is in this context that Morocco has placed environmental issues in the core 

of its public policies since decades. Indeed, Morocco has started its efforts 

against the effects of climate change in the 1960s with the policy of 

construction of Dams, then the Agriculture and Water strategy and finally 

the energy strategy. Morocco currently has 144 dams. 

 Furthermore, our country has established at the national level a green 

investment plan to allow for an eco-friendly economic development. We 

also developed a national plan for climate change, which mainly focuses on 

developing renewable sources of electricity generation, particularly the solar 

ones. Indeed, through the green investment plan for agriculture, named “plan 

vert”,  Morocco has made the choice of an integrated approach that would 

allow for the transition towards a green economy through the mobilization of 

the State, the private sector and public awareness.  



 The implementation of these two national plans has enabled us to acquire a 

humble expertise and experience in this field, which we are ready to share 

with other countries, especially in Africa. This spirit of cooperation, will 

allow us to confront together the challenges of climate change and take 

efficient measures in favor of environmental protection.  

 On the international level, Morocco has shown its commitment to addressing 

Climate Change by ratifying the United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change in 1995 and the Kyoto Protocol in 2002. Moreover, 

Morocco hosted COP7 in Marrakech in 2001. 

 In order to reflect and reaffirm its commitments to the negotiation process 

and to contribute to the success of COP21, Morocco was among the first 

states to publish its “INDC” or “Intended Nationally Determined 

Contribution” in which it sets a national target to reduce its greenhouse gas 

emissions by 13% by 2030.  

 Despite the importance of renewable energies, my country believes that 

nuclear energy has all the merit to be part of the national energy mix;  

 The Agency’s contribution to the debate on nuclear energy and climate 

change, through the publication of its report in this regard on the occasion of 

COP20, is highly appreciated, particularly through intensifying technical 

cooperation enabling the transfer of knowledge and technology to 

developing countries.  

 With regard to the Conference to be held in December in Paris, we are 

convinced that with the leadership of France, the Paris Conference on 

Climate Change (COP21) will be a decisive step in the negotiations of an 

international Agreement, with the aim to have all States committed for the 

first time to a Universal Climate Agreement. 

 We hope that through our traditional close cooperation with France, this 

process will lead to concrete actions that will be formulated during COP22 

to be hosted by Morocco next year.  In this regard, Morocco commits to 

deploy all its efforts to translate the decisive conclusions of COP21, into 

concrete actions in Marrakech.  

 We are all aware of humanity’s high expectations from these two 

conferences. Therefore, the Troika with the international community as a 

whole have the obligation not to disappoint them.  
 


