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Excellencies, 

Distinguished Panelists, Delegates and Guests,   

Dear Friends,   

 

 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to this side-event 

dedicated to the 21
st
 conference of parties to the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the 

relevance of nuclear technologies in this context. 

 

This conference – known as COP 21 – will take place less than 

three months from now.  

 

Much remains to be done during these three months in order to 

achieve the “Paris Alliance”. This Alliance comprises four pillars, as 

Ambassador Bérengère QUINCY will explain in a few minutes, in her 

capacity as thematic Ambassador for the COP 21.  

 



Ambassador Bérengère Quincy used to be Permanent 

representative to the UN and International organizations here in 

Vienna, and later Permanent representative to the Food and 

Agriculture Organization (FAO) in Rome. She is therefore perfectly 

knowledgeable about everything that nuclear technologies and nuclear 

applications can bring to understanding climate change, mitigating its 

cause and helping societies’ to adapt to its consequences. I take 

wholehearted pleasure in welcoming her back to Vienna, to the VIC 

and to the IAEA. 

 

But I am also very pleased and honored to have Peru and 

Morocco by our side here today, as representatives of the current 

presidency of COP20 and future presidency of COP22. The presence 

of Minister-Counsellor Edgard Pérez Alván of Peru and Ambassador 

Ali El Mhamdi of Morocco illustrates the fact that climate 

negotiations are a continued process.  

 

Whatever Paris will achieve next December will build from the 

decisions taken in Lima. And whatever agreement will be achieved in 

Paris – although we wish it to be as ambitious as possible – will need 

to provide for a dynamic mechanism designed to raise the level of 

commitment of all parties, and require careful follow-up by the next 

Moroccan presidency.     

 

In this continued process, every stakeholder has a role to play: 

States, local governments, the private sector, civil society and 

obviously international organizations. In this respect, the role and 

contribution of IAEA is especially eminent, as Mr. David Shropshire, 

from the Department of Nuclear Energy, and Mr. Li Heng from the 

Department of Nuclear Applications will explain later on.   

 

Without further ado, I would like to give the floor to Minister 

Counsellor Edgard Pérez Alván, Chargé d’Affaires of Peru, as our 

current chair of the COP. Dear Edgard, the floor is yours./.  

 

 


