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Mr. Chairman,

I have the honour today to introduce a draft resolution on the 

implementation of the NPT Safeguards Agreement and relevant 

provisions of Security Council resolutions in the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

The draft has been elaborated and is agreed by China, France, 

Germany, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom and the United 

States. 

Mr. Chairman,

In their statement to the Meeting of the Board of Governors in March 

China, France, Germany, the Russian Federation, the United Kingdom 

and the United States, reaffirming their unity of purpose and their strong 

support for the Agency, had called upon Iran to meet without delay the 

requirements of the IAEA Board of Governors and to implement the 

resolutions of the UN Security Council. What has happened since then? 

Have me made any progress?



Then as today we have to note with serious concern that Iran continues 

to defy the requirements and obligations contained in the relevant IAEA 

Board of Governors and UN Security Council resolutions. Indeed, there 

is an added reason for grave concern: Iran has been secretly 

constructing a new enrichment facility at Ghom. And as the Director 

General put it in his introductory statement “Iran’s late declaration of the 

new facility reduces confidence in the absence of other nuclear facilities 

under construction, which have not been declared to the Agency”. This 

all the more so as Iran at the end of September 2008 – at a time when 

according to the Iranian statements the construction of the facility was 

already under way – had officially reiterated its statement to the Board 

that there is no undeclared nuclear activity in Iran. 

The latest IAEA report makes clear that Iran disregarded its obligation 

under the revised code 3.1 by not notifying the Agency of its decision to 

construct the new facility. In accordance with the provisions of that 

revised code 3.1 Iran should have informed the Agency of the decision to 

construct, or to authorize construction of, this new facility as soon as the 

decision had been is taken.

This disregard of Iran’s obligations towards the IAEA cannot be ignored. 

The clandestine construction of the Fordo enrichment facility is not a 

minor issue. It is a major issue which again gives rise to serious 

questions and concerns regarding the nature of Iran’s nuclear 

programme. 

It is also a matter of serious concern that Iran continues to refuse to 

engage with the Agency on the resolution of all outstanding issues. This 
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is all the more disconcerting as these outstanding questions relate to 

possible military dimensions of Iran’s nuclear programme. As the Director 

General has made clear: There are serious questions and these serious 

questions require from Iran serious answers.

The construction of the Fordo enrichment facility as well as the resolution 

of outstanding issues relating to Iran’s nuclear programme are of 

immediate relevance and significance to the work of the Agency. The 

Board is called upon to support the Secretariat in its efforts effectively to 

fulfil its mandate, to implement the safeguards agreement in Iran, and to 

resolve the outstanding questions concerning possible military 

dimensions of Iran’s nuclear programme as well as to resolve  the new 

questions regarding the purpose of the enrichment plant at Ghom and 

the chronology of its design and construction. This Board has to take a 

stand on Iran’s failure to meet the obligations under its safeguards 

agreement. The key purpose of the draft resolution that I am introducing 

today is to strengthen the Agency in the discharge of its responsibilities. 

And we consider it important that the Board in a resolution delivers a 

united message to Iran and urges it to change course. It is in Iran’s 

hands and power to overcome the current profoundly unsatisfactory 

situation. We expect and again urge Iran to fully cooperate with the IAEA 

and meet without delay the requirements of this Board and the 

resolutions of the UN Security Council.

There is no alternative: Iran must address the lack of confidence in the 

exclusively peaceful nature of its nuclear programme. It should build and 

not reduce confidence.
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Mr. Chairman,

In their statement to the Board in March the E3+3 underlined their firm 

commitment to a comprehensive diplomatic solution to the Iranian 

nuclear issue. This commitment is unwavering. The Foreign Ministers of 

the E3+3, meeting on 23 September this year, reiterated their 

unequivocal commitment to pursue a diplomatic solution to Iran’s 

ambitions. This resolve is again clearly stressed in the draft resolution 

before you.

I believe that the recent weeks and months have again testified to this 

resolve on the part of the E3+3. We had hoped that the meeting that the 

E3+3 had with Iran on 1 October this year provided an opportunity for a 

fresh start. However, taking stock of the developments since then we 

cannot be but disappointed. At their meeting on 20 November 2009, the 

Political Directors of China, France, Germany, the Russian Federation, 

the United Kingdom, the United States and the EU expressed their 

disappointment at the lack of progress regarding the understandings 

reached at the Geneva meeting.

It is a matter of regret that Iran has not yet engaged in an intensified 

dialogue and in particular refused to have a new meeting with the E3+3 

before the end of October. It is also very disappointing that Iran has so 

far been unable to respond positively to the Agreement on the provision 

of fuel for the Tehran nuclear research reactor proposed by Director 

General ElBaradei. The deal offers - again using the words of the 

Director General - “a unique opportunity to address a humanitarian need 

and create space for negotiations”. It would boost the prospects for a 
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successful negotiation with Iran by starting to build the trust which is so 

sorely needed. 

I would like to avail myself of this opportunity to thank the Director 

General for the committed and unfaltering efforts he has undertaken to 

achieve a positive result of the negotiations on his proposal.

Mr. Chairman,

We believe it is time for the Board to make its position clear. It is time for 

us to express our unequivocal support to the Agency for its efforts to 

implement the safeguards agreements in Iran and to resolve the 

outstanding issues which give rise to concerns. It is time to urge Iran to 

engage seriously with the international community. 

I would, therefore, like to ask for the support of all members of the Board 

of Governors for the resolution that I am introducing today. This 

resolution is to serve as a reminder and an encouragement for Iran to 

seize the existing opportunities to engage in meaningful negotiations with 

a view to achieving a comprehensive diplomatic solution. We extend a 

hand and we appeal to Iran to take it. 

Mr. Chairman,

I propose the resolution contained in document Gov/2009/79 to be 

adopted without a vote and be made public

Thank you, Mr. Chairman
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