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Madam Chair, 
 
 

1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The 
following countries align themselves with this statement: Turkey§, the 

Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro*, Iceland‡, 
Serbia*, Albania*, Bosnia and Herzegovina*, Norway +, Ukraine, the 
Republic of Moldova, Armenia and Georgia. 

2. The EU would first like to welcome the Director-General’s Nuclear 
Security Report 2015 as an important tool for reviewing the Agency’s 
activities under the Nuclear Security Plan for 2014-2017.  

 
 

Madam Chair 

 

3. The EU reaffirms that the responsibility for nuclear security rests with 
each individual State. All States have the responsibility to establish 
appropriate systems and to take necessary measures to prevent, detect 
and respond to unauthorized access to nuclear and other radioactive 
material. The EU reaffirms the central role of the IAEA in strengthening 
the international nuclear security framework.  

 

4. The EU commends the Secretariat for its work in implementing the 
Nuclear Security Plan 2014-2017, reflected in the Nuclear Security 
Report 2015 before us. The EU reaffirms its full support to the Agency 
in its tireless efforts to strengthen international cooperation and to 
improve nuclear security worldwide. The EU is looking forward to the 
second International Conference on Nuclear Security to be held in 

                                                 
§
 Candidate Country  
 Candidate Countries Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania as well as potential 
Candidate Country Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
‡
 Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 

+
 Norway is a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 
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Vienna in December 2016 and advocates the periodic organization of 
such Conferences afterwards, along with a ministerial segment, to 
enable political discussions on nuclear security. We encourage all IAEA 
Member States to participate at a high level.  

 
5. The EU also commends the Agency for its activities to promote 

adherence to, and implementation of, the international legal instruments 
relevant to nuclear security. In particular we deem important the entry 
into force as soon as possible of the 2005 Amendment to the 
Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear Material. Adherence 
by an additional (14) States is required for the entry into force. We urge 
all Contracting Parties to the Convention, which have not yet done so, 
to adhere to the 2005 Amendment. We welcome the organisation by the 
Secretariat of the first CPPNM points of contact meeting in December 
and encourage all Parties to the Convention to participate. 
 

6. The EU supports the Agency's efforts to strengthen the interaction with 
and coordination among international organisations, processes and 
initiatives, such as the Global Initiative to Combat Nuclear Terrorism, 
the 1540 Committee, Interpol, the Global Partnership Against the 
Spread of Weapons and Materials of Mass Destruction and the Nuclear 
Security Summit process. 

 

7. The EU has enhanced its support to the Agency as a key donor to the 
IAEA Nuclear Security Fund. Between 2002 and 2014, the contributions 
of the EU and its Member States represented 41% of the 206 million 
EUR committed in total to this Fund. Through these contributions, 
assistance activities were carried out by the IAEA in more than 100 of 
its Member States. 

 
 

Madam Chair 

 

8. The EU welcomes the activities of the Nuclear Security Guidance 
Committee (NSGC) and the renewal of its term for an additional three-
year period. The NSGC contributes to increasing transparency, 
consensus, quality, coherence and consistency by engaging more 
Member States in the development of IAEA publications for nuclear 
security. We encourage all IAEA Member States to actively participate 
in the committee through the nomination of experts. We further take 
note of the end-of-term report presented by the previous NSGC 
Chairman, and welcome the completed and planned publications in the 
IAEA Nuclear Security Series by the NSGC and the Secretariat during 
this period. We encourage the Secretariat to publish documents agreed 
in the framework of the NSGC in a timely manner, and as soon as 
possible following agreement in the Committee. 
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9. The EU commends the Secretariat  for its work on the management of 
disused radioactive sources, which is focused on the establishment of 
comprehensive and sustainable national strategies. The EU also 
supports the Agency’s efforts to continue developing guidance on the 
management of disused radioactive sources under the Code of Conduct 
on the Safety and Security of Radioactive Sources and to assist 
Member States upon request in implementing such guidance. 

 

10. The EU underlines the importance of the IAEA’s Integrated Nuclear 
Security Support Plans for assisting States to establish comprehensive 
programmes of nuclear security improvements. We encourage Member 
States to make further use of this instrument designed to enhance 
nuclear security.  

 

11. The IAEA’s Nuclear Security Advisory services are essential tools to 
assist Member States in evaluating and strengthening their national 
nuclear security regimes. In this regard, the EU welcomes the increased 
recognition of IPPAS and INSServ missions by Member States and 
encourages all IAEA Member States to make further use of these 
missions. The EU welcomes the organisation of the first international 
training course for potential IPPAS team members in December 2014 
and further encourages the development by the Agency of a database 
containing information on good practices identified in IPPAS mission 
reports. 

 
12. The EU welcomes the activity of the IAEA in raising awareness of 

computer-based attacks impacting nuclear safety and security, including 
by further addressing this topic in IAEA Nuclear Security Series 
documents. The EU would like to commend the Secretariat for the 
successful “International Conference on Computer Security in a Nuclear 
World: Experts Discussion and Exchange", held in Vienna in June 2015. 
 

13. The EU supports the IAEA's efforts in nuclear detection and response 
mechanisms by providing expertise, including in nuclear forensics. The 
European Commission co-chairs the Nuclear Forensics International 
Technical Working Group (ITWG). Since 1992, the European 
Commission's Joint Research Centre has also been involved in 
activities related to nuclear forensic analysis. The EU welcomes and 
supports the Secretariat's activities dedicated to the promotion of 
Coordinated Research Projects (CRPs) on nuclear security equipment 
for detecting nuclear and other radioactive material out of regulatory 
control and nuclear forensics. We also welcome the expansion of the 
CRP programme to ensure that research proposals explore all areas of 
nuclear security in a comprehensive way. 

 
Madam Chair, 
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14. The EU welcomes and supports the Agency's activities in the areas of 
capacity building, training and education. With the EU contribution, the 
Agency has been able to organise 150 training courses with 3,200 
participants and to establish 6 Nuclear Security Supports Centres. The 
EU is working closely with the Agency to avoid duplication of activities 
relating to the radiological and nuclear components of the EU's regional 
Centres of Excellence. 

 
15. With these comments, the EU takes note of the Nuclear Security Report 

2015 in GOV/2015/42-GC(59)/12 and supports its recommended 
actions. 

 
 

Thank you Madam Chair. 


