
 

 

 

 

European Union 

Statement on the occasion of the IAEA Board of Governors 

Vienna, 8 - 12 June 2015 

Agenda item 6: Report on the Fukushima Daiichi Accident  
 
 

Madam Chair, 
 

1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the EU and its Member States. The 
following countries align themselves with this statement: Turkey§, the Former 

Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro*, Iceland‡, Serbia*, Albania*, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina*,  Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova. 

2. The EU would like to thank the Director General and the IAEA Secretariat for 
the Report on ‘The Fukushima Daiichi Accident’, as contained in GOV/2015/26, 
and for the technical briefing on 28 May. We recognise that the report is the 
result of extraordinary efforts. 
 

3. The Report confirms many earlier assumptions on the Fukushima Daiichi 
Accident and the lessons learned that have already been incorporated into 
safety analyses. Although it is now four years since the accident, we appreciate 
that the Report provides a comprehensive analysis of events up to March 2015. 
The Report is therefore a unique reference point for enhancing the robustness 
and in-built resilience of safety in nuclear power plants. In this respect, we 
would like to express our gratitude to the Government of Japan for the provision 
of detailed information arising from the accident that has enabled this 
comprehensive Report as well as for their continued information on the 
decommissioning of the Nuclear Power Plant. We would also like to thank all 
Member States that have given financial support and/or in-kind expertise in 
compiling the Report, as well the valuable contribution of other international 
organisations. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                           

§
 Candidate Country  
 Candidate Countries Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania as well as potential 
Candidate Country Bosnia and Herzegovina continue to be part of the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
‡
 Candidate Country Iceland continues to be a member of the EFTA and of the European Economic Area. 



 

 

Madam Chair, 
 
4. The Great East Japan Earthquake of 11 March 2011 and the subsequent 

tsunami which hit coastal areas, including the north-eastern coast of Japan, and 
caused such a huge loss of life, was a devastating and tragic combination of 
natural hazards. The combination of external hazards clearly exceeded the 
design bases of the Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant and while the 
concepts of defense in depth were applied they failed to prevent the progression 
of the accident or to mitigate its consequences. In effect they were rendered 
ineffective. This weakness in original plant design initiated in the EU a re-
evaluation of Nuclear Power Plant robustness and resilience in response to 
extreme natural hazards or a combination of them, in particular when affecting 
simultaneously several units at a multi-unit plant site The EU and its Member 
States, like others, have carried out ‘stress tests’ to assess and strengthen 
resilience and robustness of nuclear power plants in these circumstances. 
Additional safety measures have been implemented in all EU Member States 
but some work in relation to the national action plans continues. 
 

5. The concept of 'Defence in Depth' is well recognised and is a fundamental tool 
in ensuring nuclear safety The concept has been enshrined in the revised EU 
Nuclear Safety Directive of 8th July 2014. The EU and its Member States 
encourage all IAEA Member States to also take all necessary steps to ensure 
that safety considerations are aligned with this fundamental concept. Also, we 
encourage IAEA Member States to report on the lessons learned and actions 
taken through review processes such as the Convention on Nuclear Safety 
including steps taken in relation to the IAEA Action Plan on Nuclear Safety to 
ensure that we collectively continue to learn and continuously seek 
improvements to nuclear safety.  
 

6. Taking into account that the consequences of a nuclear accident can go beyond 
national borders, the EU encourages close cooperation, coordination and 
information exchange between States.  Additionally, the EU attaches the utmost 
importance to the strengthening of international cooperation in the field of 
nuclear emergency preparedness and response and urges all IAEA Member 
States that have not yet done so to become contracting parties to the 
Convention on Early Notification of Nuclear Accident,the Convention on 
Assistance in the Case of Nuclear Accident or Radiological Emergency, the 
Joint Convention on the Safety of Spent Fuel Management and on the Safety of 
Radioactive Waste Management and the Convention on Nuclear Safety. 
 

7. Looking ahead, we note the lessons already learned from the Fukushima 
Daiichi Accident and we would like to highlight the combined importance of 
human, organisational and technical factors in ensuring the robustness and 
resilience of nuclear power plants. The Fukushima Daiichi Accident 
demonstrated the vital importance of the need for States to have plans, 
resources and decision making capabilities in place to enable fast and effective 
management of an accident. EU Member States are implementing lessons 
learnt from the accident into their respective national legislation and will 
continue to evaluate and enhance resilience at nuclear power plants and further 
improve emergency preparedness and response. We encourage all Member 



 

 

States to do likewise and to also request periodic IAEA Peer Reviews to ensure 
that safety levels in-country meet, and continue to meet, the highest possible 
standards required for operating a nuclear power plant in individual 
circumstances.  
 

8. We are very aware that the legacy of the earthquake, tsunami and Fukushima 
Daiichi Accident will continue to affect the lives of many people in Japan for 
many years to come. With this in mind, the EU and its Member States support 
the establishment of further IAEA assistance and guidance such as those 
proposed in the Report, including the practical application of radiation protection 
in post-accident recovery situations and in addressing the consequences of the 
affected population. 
 

Madam Chair, 
 
9. In concluding, we would like to reiterate our gratitude to the DG for his Report 

and to the IAEA’s commitment and continued activities that have taken place 
since the Fukushima Daiichi Accident, including the Ministerial Conference in 
2012; the Extraordinary Meeting of the Contracting Parties to the Convention 
on Nuclear Safety, as well as the Fifth and Sixth Review Meetings; and the 
Diplomatic Conference which led to the adoption of the Vienna Declaration in 
February of this year. The EU and its Member States will continue to contribute 
to the activities of the IAEA in support of the highest standards of safety at 
nuclear power plants throughout the world. In this respect the Report on the 
Fukushima Daiichi Accident before us will play an important role. With these 
comments, we support the recommended action as contained in GOV/2015/26.  

Thank you, Madam Chair. 


