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Madam Chair,  
 

1. At the outset, the EU and its Member States wish to take this opportunity 
to express once again their gratitude to the Ambassadors of France and 
India for their tireless efforts and commitment as Co-chairs towards 
reaching an agreement on the Regular Budget and TCF targets for 2016 -
17.   

2. In the Working Group sessions, the EU and its Member States expressed 
their views in a number of statements. We note the fact that the Co-chairs 
have taken on board some of our concerns in the proposal. We appreciate 
that meeting the differing positions in the Working Group is no easy task. 
However, we note with regret that several important elements are not 
reflected in the proposal, and that concepts have been introduced that we 
consider to be contentious. 

 
 

3. In this respect, the EU and its Member States would like to highlight the 
following:  
 
- Implementation of the draft Proposal will involve the largest increase in 

the history of setting TCF targets, more than 21% over 2015, 
corresponding to roughly 14.6 M€. A combination of factors, including 
international exchange rate fluctuations affecting the functional 
currency of the Agency, and of interpretation of the purpose of 
Indicative Planning Figures (IPFs) determined an exceptionally sharp 
increase in TCF targets in real terms.  

- Management of such a substantial increase, if attained, should be 
addressed by IAEA Member States in the upcoming formal and 
informal sessions of TACC.  

- We also take note that the current proposal refers to relevant factors 
that should be taken into account when setting future TCF Targets. 
These relevant factors include the Rate of Attainment, the Rate of 
Implementation and contributing capacity of Member States, amongst 
others, and will not be limited to price adjustment and IPFs. In addition, 
this year’s exceptionally sharp increase in the TCF Targets for the next 



biennium is another significant factor which would have to be taken into 
account.  

- With regard to the IPFs, we would like to recall, as many other Member 
States and regional groups have pointed out in the past few years, that 
these figures are by definition of a “merely indicative nature”. The IPFs 
have been adopted so far for the sole purpose of providing the 
Secretariat with a purely numerical reference and their real value for 
planning is questionable, as has been reflected by us and other 
Member States during discussions in the Working Group. The IPFs 
should neither constrain discussions nor be automatically translated 
into TCF targets.   
 

4. The EU and its Member States would like to stress that we are, and have 
always been, strong supporters of the Agency’s Technical Cooperation 
Programme and that we collectively represent the single largest 
contributor, both in terms of TCF Target shares as well as in actual 
voluntary contributions. The EU also underlines that a decision based on 
the current proposal on the Technical Cooperation Fund Targets for 2016-
17 will represent an exceptionally large increase of the TCF Targets that 
will entail a sharp rise in the assessed voluntary contributions for all 
Member States. Meeting these targets may challenge the contributing 
capacities of Member States. 
 

5.  With these comments, and noting that the Proposal does not reflect all of 
our concerns, the EU and its Member States will not oppose consensus on 
the Co-chairs’ Proposals for the Regular Budget and TCF Targets for 
2016-17. We request the Chair to fully reflect this statement in the 
summary records. 
 
Thank you, Madam Chair. 
 


