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IAEA Board of Governors 26-27 November 2009 

 
Agenda item 4 (b), Application of safeguards in the  

Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
   
 

Mr Chairman, 

 

1. I have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The candidate 

countries Croatia, the former Yugoslavian Republic of Macedonia1 and Turkey, 

the Countries of the Stabilization and Association process and potential 

candidates Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro and Serbia, the EFTA 

countries Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway, members of the European 

Economic Area, as well as Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, the Republic of 

Moldova and Ukraine associate themselves with this statement. 

 

2. The European Union reiterates its grave concern over the decision by the 

government of the DPRK to cease all cooperation with the IAEA and urges the 

DPRK to allow for an early return of IAEA inspectors. The DPRK should 

cooperate promptly with the Agency in the full and effective implementation of 

Agency comprehensive safeguards and also resolve any outstanding issues that 

may have arisen due to the long absence of Agency safeguards.  

 

3. The EU strongly condemns the test of a nuclear explosive device and other 

provocative actions by the DPRK. One is the letter sent by the DPRK to the 

UNSC on 4 September 2009, with the announcement of the weaponization of  

extracted plutonium from the reprocessing of spent fuel rods and the 

experimental uranium enrichment conducted to enter into completion phase.  

                                                 
1 Croatia and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the 
Stabilisation and Association Process. 
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4. Moreover, the EU is greatly concerned by the recent announcement by the 

DPRK that the reprocessing facility in Yongbyon has been restarted and that the 

reprocessing of 8000 spent fuel rods was completed, in clear violation of UNSC 

resolutions. 

 

5. The EU urges the DPRK to abandon and completely dismantle any nuclear 

weapons related programme in a prompt, transparent, verifiable and irreversible 

manner. The DPRK must comply with all its international obligations fully, 

unconditionally and without delay, as set out in the United Nations Security 

Council resolutions 1695, 1718 and 1874 and its IAEA Comprehensive 

Safeguards Agreement under the NPT.   

 

6. The EU also calls upon all countries to promptly implement United Nations 

Security Council resolution 1874 (2009). The international community must 

cooperate closely to solve the current nuclear crisis on the Korean peninsula. 

 

7. There is an urgent need for the discontinued international dialogue to resume. 

The EU fully supports the efforts of the Six-Party Talks aimed at the complete, 

irreversible and verifiable disablement and dismantlement of all nuclear weapons 

and existing nuclear programmes in the DPRK. The EU strongly urges the DPRK 

to return immediately and without preconditions to the negotiating table and 

denuclearisation.   

 

8. The EU requests the Director General to maintain this item on the agenda of 

the Board of Governors. 

 

 

Thank you, Mr Chairman 
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